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"Babaji advanced smilingly and motioned to each one
to touch the warm, solid flesh of his body. Doubts dis-
pelled, my friends prostrated themselves on the floor in
awed repentance.
" 'Let hdutf* be prepared/ Babaji made this request
I knew, further to assure the group of his physical reality.
While the porridge was .boiling, the divine guru chatted
affably. Great was the metamorphosis' of these doubting
Thomases into devout St. Pauls. After we had eaten,
Babaji blessed each of us in turn. There was a sudden
flash; we witnessed the instantaneous dechemicalization
of the electronic elements of Babaji's body into a spread-
ing vaporous light. The God-tuned will power of the
master had loosened its grasp of the etheric atoms held
together as his body; forthwith the trillions of tiny life-
tronic sparks faded into the infinite reservoir.
'"With my own eyes I have seen the conqueror of
death.' Maitra,t one of the group, spoke reverently. His
face was transfigured with the joy of his recent awaken-
ing. 'The supreme guru played with time and space, as a
child plays with bubbles. I have beheld one with the keys
of heaven and earth.*
"I soon returned to Danapur," Lahiri Mahasaya had
concluded. "Firmly anchored in the Spirit, again I as-
sumed the manifold family and business obligations of
a householder."
Lahiri Mahasaya also related to Swami Kebalananda
and Sri Yukteswar the story of another meeting with
Babaji. The occasion was one of many on which the
supreme guru fulfilled his promise: "I shall come when-
ever you need me."
"The scene was a Kumbha Mela in Allahabad," Lahiri
Mahasaya told his disciples. **I had gone there during
* A porridge made of farina (similar to Cream of Wheat) fried
in butter and boiled in milk.
t The man, later known as Maitra Mahasaya, because highly
advanced in Self-realization^ I met Maitra Mahasaya shortly after
my graduation from high school; he visited the Mdhamandal her-
mitage in Banaras while I was a resident there. Sfe told me
then of Babaji's materialization before the group in Moradabad.
"As a result of the miracle," Maitra Mahasaya explained to me,,
"I became a lifelong disciple of Lahiri Mahasaya/'